CONDITION AND CHARACTER

2l

oF

FEMALES

IN PAGAN AND MOHAMMEDAN COUNTRIES.

{The following pa'gcs conlam a simple statement of faels, Their truth is

altested by men of varvious characters and professions—by protestants,,

catholics, infidels, and pagans—by geopgraphers, travellers, and mission-
aries; who all agrea in representing the condition of the female sex in
heathen countries as degraded and miserabie in the extreme.]

In ig difficult—perhaps impossible to describe the wretch=
edness of heathen females, without wounding the feelings of
the beneyolent, or shocking the delicacy of the refined.  Buz
the truth must be told. The remedy can never be applied, un-
less the disease is known. The sympathy, ever anxious to re-
lieve, eannot be felt before the misery is seen.  ‘The charity, that
kindies at the tale of wo, can never act with adequate efficiency,
till it is made to see the pollution and guiit of 600,000,000, now
buried in the death-shades of heathenism., Shall we then,
however painful the sight, shrink from the conteniplation of
their real state ?  We ghall only see what they endure.

I. Tarir Coxpitiex.

1. They are despised. The heathen fomale is viewed with
contempt from the morning of her existence. The birth of .a
daughter, in most unevangelized countries, is an oceasion of
sorrow. Frowned upon by her pavents and relatives, her sex
is often a sufficient reason for putting an immediate end to her
existence.(1/* Born into the would with such unpropitiong
omens, if permitted to live, it is only to witness the gathering_

cloud of darkness and misery, which hangs over the whola

course of her life, Women in all Pagan and Mohammedar)
countries are regarded as inferior to men, created only to ha

* The figures refer to a lst of most of the writers and baoks, on whoss aythor.
ity these &tatements are mndfi which the reader will find on the 1ast page.
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2 CONDITION AND CHARACTER

subservient to their wants and plessures. In some t'l.ieiy Cil;ﬁ
congidered “u necessary evil” a disgrace to thc. w.m Lfc;tef
worthy the companionsbip of man, You eannot o{_I'jsl a{gl o
insult to a Mohammedan in Persia, than to inquire a LcE“ h
female part of his family, even were they dangerously 1ll (;Ll;s)
Such contempt for the female charaeter, and such__f)pl_l:; ke
respecting the design of woman’s creation, ale Bunlmll?':m-minf'
the Koran, whose doctrines command thw helief, and deter 2
the practice, of 120,000,000 of the human race. M
The “sacred bools” of Hindostan, whose precepts sway the
minds of 100,000,000, spealk thus, © In every stage of life, ‘_"{{‘11}?“_
is created to obey. At {irat, she yields obedience to her tather
and mother. When married, she submits to ber lmfslmnd.‘ 111f1'1
old age, she must be ruled by her clu{clycrl. During lm:ir ife
ghe can never be under her own control*® ¢ Women have ne
business with the text of the Vedu. Ilaving thercfore no evl
dence of latw, and no knowledge of expiatory texts sinful woman
must be as foul as falsehood itself(3) Are such sentiments
confined to the pages of their #sacred hooks”?  MNo. They live
in the heart, and govern the life of every Hindoo. Tacts In
proof and illustration of this will appear in the sequel, "

But are females less despised, where no ©sacred hooks
condemn them to perpetual disgrace and subjection? Con-
template their condition in the BSociety Tslands, hefore the
introduction of Christianity. Men were considered “rah,”
sacred, while woren were regarded as “mnoal,” impure, or
common. Men were allowed to-eat several kinds of meat,
cocoa nuts, plantaing, and other articles of food offered to the
gods; which females were forbidden to toueh ander pain of
death. 'The fires also, at whichithe food of the men waa’cookm],
the baskets in whieh it was kept, and the heouses in which they
ate, were sacred ; females being forbidden to use the former, or
enter the latter, under the same fearful penalty.(4)

9. Their education is neglecied.  This is true ef every rank,
wherever the Bible has not rescued woman from degradation.
Indeed, must not this naturally result from the contempt in
which she iz held? Among rich and poor, in the families of
princes and peasants, she is alike ignorant, Probably through-
out the whole Pagan and Mohammedan world, therc does not
exist a single school for the education of females, except those
established by Christian benevolence. In Mohammedan coun-
tries they are sometimes instructed in embroidery, music, dane-
ing, and such other external accomplishments as render them
fitter instruments for their master’s pleasure; hutnot a thought
is bestowed upon the cultivation of the mind, Reading und
writing are to them unknown. The immortal soul is utterly
neglected,(5)

In Hindostan, not twenty in as many millions are Dlessed
with the common rudiments of Hindoo learning.

. In Ceylon, when the American missionaries arrived, not one
In a district containing a population of 200,000 could read. The
&

e ﬂllimv different the precepts of Chyistianity. See Eph, v. 25, and 28—305 2 F%°

L 7, foc.
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vultivation of the female mind is thought to be not only vain,
but dangerous to the welfare of society; and the direst curses
are denounced against the woman, who may aspire to the
dangerous eminence of being able to read and write, It is
supposed that the employments proper for woman do not re-
quire education, For she can sweep the house, cook the food,
colleet fucl, wait on her lord, and feed her children without it ;
and having discharged these duties with fidelity, the whole

work of lile is accomplished.(3) i

A missionary, in conversation with some respectable natives,
who were anxious to have schools established for boys, remark-
ed that the Christian public were desirous of doing everything
in their power to establish schools for the instruction of girls,
The oldest and most intelligent of then replied, “ What have
we to do with them? Let them remain as they are” The
missionary reminded him that females were passing into eter-
uity igriorant of the way of salvatiun, and in danger of perishing

« forever. “U'hey do not know how' to go to heaven,” replied
the native, “but they know how to go to hell, and let them
ga'”{ﬁ‘}

3. T'hey are not at their own disposal in marringe. In soma
unevangelized countries they are betvothed by their parents
in infancy, or childhood. In others, they are'sold at a more
advanced age, at prices varying according to their beauty, or
rank. A Circassinn female, fourteen years of age, who had
been captured by the Cossacs, being told she was to be set at
liberty, begoed to remain their prisoner; because she feared
her parents would sell her, and she might fall-into the hands of
masters less humane than the Cossacs.(7)

In some nations, custom, handed down from generation to
generation, till it has become as strong as law, forbids a woman
to reject proposals of marriage, from whatever man they come.
Pleased, or displeased, she must leave her parents, and the
companions of her early years, to drag out the remainder of her
eurthly existence, in subjection to the authority of a tyrant,
whoun she cannot but loathe and abhor.(5) In Hindostan, the
greatest disgrace is attached to the character of any female,
who remains unmarricd after eleven years of age. So foul is
the stain, that in order to aveid it, several who had passed that
age, were married to an aged Brahmin, when his friends were
carrying him to the Ganges to die upon its banks.(3)

4. The practice of polysamy prevents them from enjoying the
affecions of their husbands and the happiness of domestic life.
This prectice, so destructive of all conjugal i‘élicity, prevails
among the higher ranks iv almost every Pagan and Moham-
medan country. It is authorized by the I{oran, which permits
every man to marry four wives. But by the rich this linitatioh
is commonly disregarded.  With them, the number varies from
the lawill four, to the three hundred, five hundred, fifteen hun-
dred, or two thousand of the Grand Seignior.(8)

In Hindostan, 'he Kooleen Brahmins, considered the most
holy of the whol Bralninical seet, elaim as a privilege of their
order, the right to marry one hundred wives, Aitllhllg}x they
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at eertain distances, that no one approach the roadl, through
which they pass, under pain of death. When the Sultan per-
mits them to walk in the gardens of the seraglio, they are
cleared of every thing human, and a guard of black eunuchs,
with drawn sabres, mareh on patrol, A ny individual found in
the gardens, even through ignorance, or inadvertence, is in-
stantly sabred, and his head laid at the fect of the Grand

Seignior, who bestows a large reward upon the guard for his
fidelity.”(8)

The same spirit of jealousy and dark suspicion, which dic-
tates the conduct of the Grand Seiguior, haunts the minds of
husbands in Mohammedan countries generally, In some it is
common in the lower, as well as higher ranks, and the women’s’
apartment in the house of every poor man is a harem upon a
small scale, . |

This elose confinement and seclusion places the wife entirely
in the husband’s power.  Whatever abuse sho may sufler, who
shall redress her wrongs P Bays o waveller, while residing at
Constantinople, “The body of a young woman, of surprising
heauty, was found one

morning near wy house.  She had re.
ceived two wounds, one in Ler side,

s the other in her breast;
and was not quite cold. Many came to admire her beanty ;
but no one could tell

who she was, no woman’s face being
known out of her own family. 8he was buried privately, and
little inquiry was made for the wreteh, who had imbued his
liands in her bleod”(11)  The Pachu of Acre in P
{ew years sinee, put to death se
with his own hands.(7) ;

7 In ihe lower ranks, and in barbarous Pagan countries, they
are compelled to perform the most servile Iabors. In Ceylon a re-
cent traveller was surprised to see strong -and healthy men
engaged in washing, ironing, preparing muslin dresses, and
other similar employments, while slender females were carrying
heavy burdens through the streets, oy laboring in the fields.

In China, where, on account of the vast number of rivers and
canals, more business is done upon the water than in any other
part of the world, women are obliged, in addition to what, in
other countries, are considered their proper employments, to
perform the duties of hoatmen.(12) On land they may be seen
performing the varvious parts of agricultural labor, frequently
with an infant on their backs s while thejy husbands are gaming,
or otherwise idling away their time.(13) Barrows asserts that
he has frequently seen the wife dragging the light plough, or
harrow, while the hushand was performing the easier task of
sowing the seed. A Jesuit missionary assures us, that he has
seen a womnan and’an ass yoked together to the same plough,
while the inhuman husband was guiding it and driving his
team.

What labors are exacted of the wife amon
gans, let the reader learn from one of thejr
describing her own, has described the condit
her sex. A missionary in South America,
dian mothar for the *r]estructian of her fo
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replied with tears, I would to God, father, I would to God,
that my mother had by my death prevented the distresses I
endure, and have yet to endure, os long as I live. Copsider,
father, our deplorable condition. Our husbands go out 10
hunt, and trouble themselves no farther. We are dragged
along with one infint at the breast, and another in a basket.
They return in the evening without any burden. We return
witll the burden of our ehildren ; and though tired with a long
mareh, must labor all night in grinding corn to make chica for
them. "They get drunk, and in their drunkenness beat us,
draw us. by the hair of the head, and tread us under foot. And
what have we to comfort us ior slavery that hag no end? A
young wife is brought in upen us, who is permitted to abuse us
and our children, because we are no Jonger regarded. Can
human nature endure such tyranny ?  What kindness can we
show to our female children equal to that of relieving them
from such oppression, more bitter a thousand times than death ?
I say again, would to God my moether had put me under ground
the moment 1 was horn.”(14)

8. They are held in the most degrading subjection lo thetr Tuts-
bands. Irom what has already been said, who can doubt that
the Mussulman female, immured in the harem, must acquiesce
in the will of her master? Tspecially when we recollect that
the precepts of the Koran direct the husband to chastise his
wile for any disobedience to his comniunds.

In I—lmdn_stnn, women are required, not only by the enact-
ment of leg1s1utqrs, but by the siill more binding precepts of
religion, to submit to the most degrading bondage. The Padma
Purana, a book regarded with greater veverence, and more
strietly obeyed by many a deluded Hindoo, than the Word of
the eve,t’]u:stmg God by multitudes of noninal Christians, speaks
thus—* When in the presence of her hiushand, a worman must
keep her eyes upon her master, and be ready to receive his
conu_nunds. ; When lLie speals, she must be quiet, and listen to
nothing hesides. When he eallg, she must leave every thing
else, and attend upon him alone. A woman has no other go
on carth than her hushband. The most excellent of all goorl
works she can perform, is to gratify him with the strictest
OIJGdJG]JBEE. This should be her only devotion. Though he be
2;9,_’{:1(1,. 11311‘1’1-11,' dissipated, a {h-unqud, or a rlcbm_whee,_ she mus?.
Stll regard him as her god.  She nwst serve him with all ber
might, obeying him in all things, spying no defects in his
character, and giving him no cause for disquiet. If e langhs,
:%;eggmft also 1_“.“-1‘611-_ I he weeps, she must also weep. If he
huézﬂﬁiﬁ ,n:f lL f“?l n an ecstacy,  She must never eat, till hc;l
busband jssatsied. I he abstains, she must surely fist: unt
Whes 5h i;‘:.;u,ul ‘1.031 _Ev;mLm_rer food her hushand {hshl\(,a,é
follaw, Ifbht: “} ;‘:01‘1 , if he bids her go with him, she Hl‘l‘-?S

absence. Unyj ’1“ s her stay, she must go nowhere during 1]'
Pare her nails ]1(; returns, she must not bathe, clean her reeth,
i % nor eat more than once a day.*(10) By such
implous and barbarous nrecepts, 1l Hi band is gov-
erned in the reatment t} s 1 cindan hushens ;
ofhis wife. He never speaks hex name
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if he adhere strictly to his religion, but calls her, “ my servant,”
or “my dog.” Nor may the wife speak the name of her hus-
band, bus must call him “my lord,” or “the master of the
house.” Liable to chastisement from lLer husband, she deems
that a happy day, in which she escapes his cruel scourge.(1)
A native convert to Christianity, speaking of the effect of the
gospel upon his conduct, stated as the most decisive evidence
of his conversion, that he had entirely ceased to beat his wife

In Burmah, the wife and grown daughters are considered by
the husband and father, as mueh the subjects of discipline as
the younger children. Hence it is not uncommon for females
of every age and rank, to suffer under the tyrannical rod of
those who should be their kind protectors and affectionate
companions.(15)

9, Their lives are nof valued. In Greenland, it is customary
to bury aged, helpless females alive.  An Arab, in the north of
Africa, asked his wife {or his knife. Sle replied that she had
lent it to n neighbor. *Do you not know,” said he, “that you
have no business to meddle with any thing belonging to me 77
Slie acknowledged she had not, confessed her fault, expressed
her sorrow, and offercd to go immediately and bring it back.
He replied, “I will see if 1 ecan’t have a wife, who will obey
my commands better, T always told you not to meddle with
any thing of mine,” Then levelling her to the ground with
one stroke of his elub, he repeated his blows till she ceased to
breathe. Neither man nor woman sent near them, though
lLier eries were heard through the whole tribe.  In the evening
the neighboring women duyg a grave scarcely of the size of her
body, iiite which they lail the naked corpse sideways, trode it
down with their feet till it was level with the surface of the
earth, and covered it with a heap of stones: The only notice
taken,of this inhuman deed was, that the council of the tribe
fined the murderer four sheep, which he was required to cook
for their supper. He paid the fine, and in two weeks mar-
ried again.{16) ]

Col. Phipps, whose name has been already mentioned, says,
¢The rich and powerful in Hindostan not unfrequently punish
the females of their families by causing themn to be sown up in
a sack and thrown by night inte a river, or well. I have seen
a rich Hindoo who was known to lhave destroyed several
wormen in this manner. When the magistrate attempted. to
bring the wealthy culp_rit to punishunent, he found that the very
parents and kindred of the victims Ilan! been bribed to depose
in a court of justice, that they had died a natural death. I
have seen taken out of larze wells, several human skeletons,
the remains of murdered heathen females; and I wish it to be
distinetly understood, that what I relate are facts, shich have
come under my own personal observation,”(6) ]

Such is the state of woman in unenlightened countries. De-
graded in Ler condition ;—exposed to coln.i:_uml pm‘sr’:cution apd
insult ;—deprived of all that is delightful in domestic or social
life ;—denied the blessings of education s—excluded from the
knowledge of God and the hopes of heaven ;—she is, in short,




CONDITION AND CHARACTER

treated as a soulless being, whose highest aim should be to
gratify the caprice, and obey the commands of haughty and
unfeeling man. But where in all the Pagan and Mohammedan
world—where among the 600,000,060 of our race, to whom the
Bible is unknown, is woman the companion of man? Where,
the happy wife of the affectionate hushaud? Where, the
honored mother of grateful children? Ask the islands of the
sea, or the distant Bast. They cannot tell. Ask the native
female of America. You have heard her mourn her unhappy
fate. Ask the daughter of abused Africa. Her dying shrieks
have told her tale of wo. She is every where despised, neg-
lected, affticled, oppressed. : ,

II. Tueir CHARACTER.

1. They are destitule of female delicaey. In many heathen
countries, females, as if it were not enoigh to be destitute of
those qualities of mind and heart, which are the peculiar glory
of their sex, disfigure their persons in sugh a manner as to
destroy their native beauty and grace. They seem not only
eapable of distinguishing between beauty and deformity, but
also to have lost all sense of female propriety. Proofs of this
arc given In the writings of almost every traveller, who has
qbscrved their customs. Among the multitude -wl‘llch might
be adduced, let one or two suffice. o )
instmmcntpaet \\.-'tllel.au,f.: 111'1.|1jea11:1t;el}’ after mandage with an
e f‘ ith rows of shark’s teeth, with which, upon
:-éf\rég‘ilftll-o dl]}’ of t}Je fanily, they eut and mangled them-
Ir-:hoe ‘:‘ <d-llnn.bt. _I'IOF.}']]JEC manner; striking the head, temples,
heelts, and breast, till the blood flowed profusely, at the same
tme uttering the most deafening and aronizi » eres. This
\'Ir_’ﬂf:i their mode of CXI)[‘ESSii]ﬂ' i‘?” 1 5 - I:‘ljlo _f.‘lJ 3 i L ’](‘f
Nor were their amusements mor FpoR U e Tu e i
M R f.]r_ncn s more h{?cmmug the female char-
est rank e11rr;ur;d"l‘-chflmg; I which females, even of the high-
i loih ;(“L; Tl;)t cﬂli he, 1;1@39113& of thousands of spectators

Who (,u; ;J‘?ium[ Tl %ij::]tf obe another, hut also witl't‘mc_ll-{‘l)
oAy e I,Lllr-.lé_.:uzzt, describe the intolerable filthiness
liness ## gs and food, and their want of personal elean

7] T, e
Ofﬁi'm?oiz% éz:epsni}fzrfgt_bou.’e. Is nat Lhitj‘ a natural consequence
o iélliuicsJrTne'u::lu-ilg:t}d{ijmn']mmmg'm more comion than to
Blling pl‘ostmtg wmt__‘{: t iC d{r‘stauce from t _empIg to temple b}f
Hools throgs ae every six feet; suspending themselves by

ough the museular parts of their backs ; and in

ngillr'nEgil]:;l wﬁ{;ﬂf U’Irmfmmg tl_‘el'llscl\-'cs to abtain the favor of
2ee & "‘;r‘neric'il was walking out on a certain occasion,”
dle OE tl]a Yﬂﬂd l‘-o[['];l]f' g;-o.rl’arjr’ “I A ‘\'\"01'11011 i.rl the ]nl{l‘
gibctidecy. i]p:ml “g]_. .-t nou.;_fh the mud, which was then about
cohjeet, they replied, ¢ }__aflptonc_lnng them and inquiring thelr

»“We were sick, and vowed to our god that
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if he would make us well, we would roll to his temple. After
expostulating with them some titne, I was obliged to leave
them, sick and weak as they were, to their infatuation, just at
night, with three fourths of their journey still before them, and
with a strong probability of their perishing before the night
should be far advanced. Proceceding a few steps I met a
Brahmin, and pointing to the scene, expostulated with him for
Jkeeping the females in such ignorance and in the practice of
such superstitions, appealing to his conscience that he knew
better.  He coldly replied, ¢ Ah, let them alone, let them alone,
that’s worship just suited to their capacities.’ (1)

Their superstition and ignorance render them the dupes of
the miost detestable and wicked impositions from the impious
Brahmins. Among them, as among the ancient lsraelites, bars
yenness is regarded as o calamity, and deliverance fiom it is
often the subject of prayer to their gods; some of whom are
believed to have power to remove it. Applicants are told to
remain in the temple during the night, performing- their devo-
tions; and, if their worship is accepted, they will he visited by
the god. They return home without the least suspicion 'of the
horrid deception practised upon them by the Bralimins, sup-
posing they have had intercourse with the deity of the temple.
At other temples the same boon is promised on conditions shif
more degrading and monstrous. 'These present, during the festi-
val months, one vast scene of impurity and wickedness.(10)

3, They are cENERALLY guilly of transgressing the seventh
commandment. Tt is needless to dwell upon this topic. To
gssert the truth is searcely toleralle to a mind of delicacy and
refinement. Yet listen for a moment to what candid men have
gaid upon the subject. “It is a faet,” says Rev. Mr. Ward,
«yhich perplexes many of the well-informed Hindoos, that,
notwithstanding the wives of Europeans are seeil 1l 50 many
mixed companies, they remain chaste; }vlule their wives, though
continually secluded, watehed, .'_md veiled, are notoriously cor-
yupt. 1 recollect the observation of a gentleman, who had
resided twenty years in Bengal, and shose opinion on such a
subject is entitled to the highest regard, that the infidelity of
Hindoo women was so great that he ,scm-ce‘ly thoughy there
was an individual among them, who had always hecn_{.-uthful
to her husband. A Brahmin, who would be far from disparag-
ing his country, affirmed that ¢he did not believe tlmre}»‘as a
single female in the large cities of Bengal, who had not viclated
the laws of chastity.’” . . :

But in violating the laws of morality, do they not act in per-
foct obedience to the dictates of their veligion? Many of the
gods of India are gods (;F il1r]1purity. Their temples are brothels;
their worship, unbounded licentiousness. .

EInl: g;(r:;scqllléncc of their being married in childhood, thousands
of Hindoo females are leftin widowhood atan early age. Both
law and public opinion take from them all means of supporting
themselves in respectahility. Driven to desperation by the
tniseries that overwhelned them hundreds have heretofore
thrown themselves upon the funeral piles of their deceased
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hushands. - The fate of the surviving widow is often worse than
death. She ean never marry, although her husband may have
died, when she was a mere child ; but must remain in eruel hon-
dage to ler sous, or her hushand’s relations, Mauny, rather
than endure the obloquy and servitude of widowhood among
their friends, resort to the only means in their power of pro-

curing support, and obtain o mizerable subsistence by prostitu-
ton. Among these blinded, degraded beings, this mode of life
rally give themselyes up to it, in order to avoid disgrace ! (1)

4. They are “ without nbural affection.”  “The Very periodas,”
tian mother is to lier an object of intense solicitude, and of the
deepest anxiety,—times of sickness and distress,—are those
and a trouble, which she will not endure. She stifles its cries
for a moment with her hand, burries it into a grave already

epa; : es el the earth under which #he
offspring of her bosam iz struggling in the agonies of dealh.”(17)
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or reading the Word of God, and Lneeling in prayer with those
children, who but for the gospel would have been ushered into
eternity, ere their playful smiles had wen the afiections of the
parent’s heart.(4)

ocs not this instance, in common with many others, satis-
factorily prove that the gospel isto the heathen female *glad
tidings of salvation” for two worlds? 1t delivers her from
present oppression and coming 1wrath.

Such is a faint outline of the condition and character of.
heathen females. What ought the Ch ristian, who contemplates:
it, to do? The sickly sentimentalist may turn away from the
sight with disgust: the carcless worldling may lock an ith
indifference: but no heart, that glows with heaven-born benevo-
lence; will be willing to sit down without an effort to relieve
their wretchedness, JFhat then must be done 2 What, to rescue
Pagan woman from bondage? swhat, to light up in her soul the
consciousness that she possesses an immortal mind ? what, to
inspire her with the hopes of heaven? All past experience—
the history of woman in every age—gives but one answer.
There is but one sui, whose rays can penctrate the dorkness
that envelopes these unhappy heings, and pour the light of life
inte their benighted souls.” Tt is the Sun of righteousness. Is
there not healing in his beams for every nation? But these
beams have never shone upon the heathen fomale,

CrurisTraxs! she now appeals to You; she points to her
wickedness, her ignorance, her superstition —t0 her degraded
condition in this life, her lopeless prospects for the life to
come j—and pleads with you, by these thrilling motives, for
the light you enjoy. She appeals to your sympathy, your
charity, your henevolence. She urges upon yow the question,
upon the decision of which is peuding her happiness for time
and efernity, :

WILL YOU GIVE ME THE $0SPEL 2

3. Rev. Mr,
tev. Tir.
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